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Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block 
Grants in New Jersey

– $61M for Energy Efficiency and Conservation 
Block Grants directly to eligible counties and 
municipalities – June 25 deadline

• Strategy required
– Min of $8.6M routed through state to counties 

and municipalities not eligible for direct grants
• Energy audit



ISO 14001 CERTIFIED

A Comprehensive Approach

• A Community-wide Approach
• Sustaining the Effort
• Can be used as funding opportunities 

(grants) become available



• Westchester Climate and Sustainability 
Action Plan
– Reduce greenhouse gas emissions in all sectors 

in Westchester
– Implement climate change adaptation strategies
– Ensure sustainable development
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• Community – Wide Involvement
• Multi stakeholder process

– County/Municipal officials (10)
– Business Representatives (8)
– Education – Higher Ed and K-12 (10)
– Environmental NGOs (6)
– County department reps (mid level management)

• Steering Committee
• Matrix structure 

– Subject and  sector responsibilities
– Augmented by volunteers
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County-wide GHG Inventory
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• County-wide GHG reduction and sustainable 
development strategies that address:
– Energy and Green Buildings
– Transportation
– Land Use
– Water Resources
– Waste Reduction, Recycling and Green 

Purchasing
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• The Task Force developed sector-specific 
actions and integrated actions across 
sectors to achieve the countywide strategies.  
Sectors include:
– County Government
– Municipal Government
– Education (K-12 and Higher Ed)
– Business
– Households
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Westchester Action Plan Subject Attachments 

• Energy and Green Buildings; Transportation; Land 
Use; Water Resources; Waste Reduction, Recycling 
and Green Purchasing (Attachments 5-9)
– Current situation
– Strategy for a sustainable future
– Coded direct actions for all sectors
– Coded actions for all sectors to build capacity
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EECBG  - Commitments in Action Plan 
County Government

• Implement energy efficiency actions
– Develop detailed county government GHG inventory with 

tracking tool
– Use EPA tool to screen for opportunities
– Perform energy audits on top candidates
– Fund options with greatest savings/$ spent

• Energy efficiency projects
• Install renewable energy 

– Maintenance program
• Develop county green building specification
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EECBG – Commitments in Action Plan 
Community 
• Develop county-wide reporting tool
• County sponsored program to promote 

residential energy efficiency audits
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Benefits

• General community consensus
• Provides community blueprint (all sectors)
• Ensures actions related to

– cost/benefit
– overall strategy

• Basis for sustaining the effort
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Possible Future Sources of Funds

• Sustainable Jersey (Municipalities Only) –
may be new grant opportunities

• NJDEP Local Government GHG Reduction 
Program - proposed
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First Environment: 
Environmental Leadership
• First Environmental Consulting Firm Registered to 

ISO 14001 in the U.S.
• Charter Member of U.S. EPA’s Climate Leaders –

climate neutral
• Endorser of the Ceres Principles
• Board Member of the Business Council for 

Sustainable Energy
• ANSI accredited GHG verifiers and validators
• Associate member of Chicago Climate Exchange
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First Environment Offices

First Environment                  Offices in
91 Fulton Street Georgia
Boonton, NJ  07005 Mississippi
1-800-486-5869 California
Fax 1-973-334-0003 Puerto Rico
contactus@firstenvironment.com New Jersey
www.firstenvironment.com New York

Chicago


