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systems. Since then the canal
has been overshadowed, first
by railroads, then by interstate
highways. Fortunately, in many
places the route of the canal has
not been obliterated. It is now
listed on the New Jersey and
National Registers of Historic
Places. Today, the Morris Canal

A short, water filled section of the canal is preserved at Clifton’s
Morris Canal Park & Jack W. Kuepfer Sr. Nature Preserve.

ning and Economic Development completed a feasibil-
ity study that identifies a proposed Morris Canal Gre-
enway along the former route of the canal through six
Passaic County communities, including the boroughs of
Pompton Lakes and Woodland Park, cities of Clifton
and Paterson, and both Little Falls and Wayne town-
ships. The study has been adopted as an element of the
Passaic County Master Plan.

Passaic County has many outstanding canal assets
and 57% of the proposed Greenway route is
already accessible and walkable. There are al-
ready several municipal canal parks and bike-
ways in Little Falls, Woodland Park and Clif-
ton. Approximately four miles of trail are now
complete. Many more miles are in the planning
stages, and soon interpretive and directional
signs will help hikers and bicyclists further en-
joy their Greenway experience.

In the future, Passaic County aims to open
additional sections of this historic canal route
for public use, and bring Greenway projects
in different communities together as a county-
wide system.

overlook near the former site of the
canal’s great stone aqueduct.
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Passaic County’s Greenway will eventually link up
with other Morris Canal Greenway projects already
underway in Warren, Sussex, Morris, and Hudson
counties, forming a state-wide corridor along the
entire route of the canal. B
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